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2 Natu re: of 4 arch, 
And the E * T E I T e 


4 che. Abi of Kell e Authority 15 
1 done ſuch Infinite Miſchief in the 
World, and the Thing it ſelf appears 
to be 4 little underſtood, even in an 


* of greater Light, Learning and good Senſe, 


15 than any that has gone before it. t that 
Hatter my ſelf, it will not be thought, by the 


1 Fair and Impartial Enquirers after Truth. uſe- 
leſs or unſeaſonable to examine into the Nature 


and Extent of that Authority Chriſt has left in 
the Church for the due Government thereof, in, 
cxder to promote the Great End. of his co min 
an re” World, To: a" ation of Souls, 2 

oy | 


4 * 
bet the Apoſtles did, wherever they made 
00 6. Iſcicor Number of Conyerts;. form them in 
=; Societies for the Worſhip of God, appoint. | 

Ez and Teachers. for the. Inſtruction and 

Ediſication of the People in the true Knowledg | 

of the Goſpel, and that theſe Societies were 

called *Fxzancias, which we tranſlate Churches 
is I think allowed on all Hands. By the Word 

_*Exxanele, then in the Language of tlie e 

"Teſtament, is meant 4 Society for med purely and 

foley for the V orfoip of God Almighty, the promoting 

9 Chriſtian Knowledge, with the Advancement of 

"oy Piety and Virtue, and all in order to the Salve: 

of Men's Souls. _ 

0 2 ro hence it follows by a direct 
Kate Conſec uence, "Thar" no Sosletſes Ra 
upon any other Views, or with any other De- 
ſigns than thoſe juſt mentioned, can in che True 

Genuine and Scripture Notion of the Word | be 

called bur bes., \ 3 
It will be wholly i impertinent = dest againſt 

$ my Notion of a Church, that I do not include in 

it the Form of Government of Divine Appoint- 

ment, which is Neceſſary and Efſential to the 


* * — 


* P A e 
JA a = 


38 


[| L Being of a Church, and thetefore not to be left 
i - out of the Defivition of it: För whether my 
il Account of a Church be allow'd-for an accurate 
iſ _ _ andexaQDchnition or no, is of no Conſequence 
| dc“ the Marterin hand; it is ſufficient for my 
: ' Purpoſe, that all muſt allow it at leaſt for a Part 
ot ſuch a Definition; and that no Society of 
=: Chriſtians can be called a Church in the Original, 
mo Proper and Scripture Notion of the Word, but 
bat is conſtituted . and wy; for the 
. Ends above . 3 
W een From 


A 


From hence again it follows Demunſratively, 
Society, into which 


That a Church is a Voluntary 
no Man 1s to be-forced,” or obhged to contint 
in ir by Force, contrary to che Pfckates of his 
dn Conſeienes; lines this would be direttly 
dee eee een een, 
C 
the 


Which being the 'Worlbip of God, with 
the Advancementgf C ty 


Ivation; to force auy 


4 * 
% 


* Man to jon in that Worſhip, whileſt he Tooks g 
upon himfelf as obliged in'Conſciexce.to the con- 
ttaty, would be rhe moſt flagtant Inconſiſtency 
with that Eud imaginable; ſince it would be 
obliging bim ro affronr his Maker in the moſt 
outrageous manner poſſible : ich ſure cannot 
he a proper way of Worſhip, or a Means of 
Salvation, but on the contraty à certain Means 


8 


of Damnation, and therefore utterly inconſiſtent 


* 


with the ſole End and Deſign of the Society, 
; From hence 2 ain it fol OWS directly and de- 
monſtratively, That the Tribe” of Hereticks and 
Schiſmat ic ks who ad here to the ME Nome, and 
t. commonly go by the Name of x ie Church of 
3 "Rome, are in Reality, and in ſtrict and ptopet 
fr || ſßeaking no Church at all: for beſides that Men 
y are forced into the Communion of it, and kept 
e there by Force; the diſtinguiſhing Doctrines of 
e that pretended Church ate ſuch an abominable 
y Maſs of Impiety, Abſurdity and Nonſence; as 
t the firſt Contrivers and Broachers, together with 
»f the main Sticklers for, and Supporters of, can 
I, not be ſuppoſed to have believed themſelves, 
it Ir is very hard for any reaſonab'e Man that 
1c knows what Popery is to think otherwiſe, than 
that it was Originally contrived, has been, and 
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of Thieves, or a PEE: ſince both the 

in De ay igns equally; | 
' contrary to thoſe of Heaven or the Laws of the. 
TS only with this wgeful Diſadvantage ra, 
| aer Church of Nome, that ſhe fathers 


one and the RNs Ie ef 


1 5 upon God Almighty tumſelf and is 
nd ty of carrying on the most belli Deſigns, 


under the Pretence of his Authority, and th he | 
_ Colour of Religion, and therefore muſt ap 


more odious and abominable in the Eyes of ( 
than Robbers and Pirates, or the greateſt Villing 
upon Earth belides. . 


1 obſerye further that what 1 | have ſaid in the, 


Beginning of the foregoing Paragraph „is exactly 

conformable to the Doctrine of the Church of 

boa which in her Articles ſays, That the A 
urch of Chriſt is a Congregation of. Faithful” Men, 


in the which the pure Word of God is preached, and the 


Sacraments be duly adminiſtred according to Chriſt's 5 
Ordinance i in all things that of. Meeſity appertain 9 
the. ſame. Now he that owns this for a true De · 
finition, and at the ſame time ſeriouſly maintains 
the pretended Church of Rome to be 4 true Church, 


may ſhuffle and double as much as he pleaſes, but 


this is certain that he is either actually a Tail 

or a Fool. 
It is really amazing to find. any amongſt Pro; 
Dn eſpecially 1 fuch as lay tant Streſs 1 8 
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own 
_ "Church, for according to the Notions that uni- 


E71 


5 


the pr imitive Fathers, and upon other Occaſions 


fall in with their Notions of Hereſy and Schiſm 
8 75 ay, it's NN to find any ſuch to 
he pretended Church of Rome to be a true 


. 


verfally ptevail'd amongſt the Primitive Fathers 


Hire and &biſin cut Men off from the Catholic 
Church, and to them it would have appear qd bigh- 
ly ridiculous fo much as to have made a Queſtion 


of it, Whether a Society of Hereticks and Schiſ- 


& inaticks could be à true Church. It is, I ſuppoſe, 
_ univerſally agreed amongſt Proteſtants, that the 


Papiſts are both Hereticks and Sthiſmaticks ; and, 


I add, tlie groſſeſt and the moſt abominable 


Mretches of that kind that ever diſgrac d Chrifti- 
anity, or ever Will. 1 chink, 1 may _defie any 
One, that is ſo fara Friend to the Romaniſts as 


to oben them for a true Church, at the Tame 


time that he profeſſes himſelf 4 Proteſlant, to 


produce any Definition of a Church 2 to 


| Pom, that will not at the firſt light appear 

ighly ridiculous to maintain, that à Society 
form d on purpoſe to promote the Warldly In- 
teteſts of the Goyetnors and Managers of it, by 


* 


debauching Men's Minds with the groſſelt and 


moſt pernicious Errors, in flat Conttadiction and 
Doctrines of Chriſianity; I fay to maintain ſuch 
a Society to be a true Church, is an Abſurdity 
almoſt equal to the groſſeſt Abſurditics of - 
pery. For what can be more Ridiculous than to 


Defiance to the moſt Neceſſary and Effential 


Call a Society a true Churth of Chri# that is ſo far 
from being defign'd folely for the Worſhip of 


God, and the Edification of the People in the 


* 


ee ang e of their Duty, dat 


29 


0 


4 * , on ̃ —*˙ REES 
* 1 : 1 Lo I: Fs *. 77 — . 5 2 
n 


Pp 


| 1 deb e n 
84 ma 9 of rhe 1 CINE and 155 | 
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| 55 bs 48 172927 as 7 in Fs. ie, 
is ls to conceal their own VUllany, K 
| 8 by making void in Effect tlie Whole Law, 


by eld ſcandalous Doctrine of Attrition | 

- and Confeſſon,, with other Voctrines of the 115 20 

Nature, * How, can they be Haid to propyl © to 
themſelves rhe Wotrfhip of God that will 1 


ufer the People to worltl him at all, 0 
Publick Aﬀcmblics whick yet they preregd 


Are n 7985 5 
cauſe Air Service. is in a1 ubknown 918 10 


1 


I & bi and they can no more be be faid to wel 


N 5 that on Na kes bis Appeat 
2 e Fn” r pl 18 10. much as one 
-Wort of what is. 6 FE there, Fot What is 985 
Difference, 3 c this Caſe, b c Wixt not nd Gk 
anding and diet Regardiöe 7 of what ebe 4's 


0 0 


not underſtand any this 
Hriſtiad Fe 


1 
Lan the Propagation of 12 
0 mich as pretended * At all Works 
_ | the pretended Chyreb. of gf. Mbete al 155 
Methods are uſed to keep the Peop 57 
Lance and Errour? To all This let me. os, * 
| 25 Pn Deligns of theirs are « carried 2 


he moſt hatbarous and inhuman. Cruel 
** — amofiglt * Sons of * 


for that Purpoſe? Lay t he People 
He rd to Wworfhip « God' at N . 


ere its impoffible for the Seele ien 


1 @ Way, ay a SHR. may be” bv. d.- 


on can they lie under ro e 15 es 
al | 
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dr rather ſuch ab infinitely 'out-do' all the falt“ 
cious Contrivance and Cruelry of the Blackeſt 
Tyrants that ever liy d. In ſhort, nothing leſs 
will fatiate their Malice than the utter Ruine of 
all ſuch Body and Soul as much as lies in theit 
Power, hd differ from them in the Teaſt Title. 
And muſt a Society Eſtabliſh d in direct Oppo- 
ſition to all the Ends and Deſigus of the Goſpel; 
for the ſüppreſſing the Worthip of God, the 
prompting of Idolatry, the baniſhipg of true 
Chriſtian Knowledge out of the World; and the 
Fee ai poſſible Encouragement to Vice and 
rophaneneG, that is any ways conſiſtent with 
the leaſt outward Shew or Appearance of Reli- 
gion; I ſay, ſhall a Society E abliſ*d to carry 
on theſe Hellih Deſigns,” by all the Methods of 
Cruelty that the Devil Himſelf could furniſh, 
be called a true Church of Chrift? thoſe that ſay 
fo would do well to conſider how far ſhort this 
comes of Blaſphemy. „ ei Ft : „ 
Having thus proved the pretended Church 5 


1 


Nome to be really and truly no Church, but quite 

the Reverſe, 4 Antichriſtian Society, a perfe 

Synagogue" of Satan, ſet up with a Deſign to carry oi 
bis Work in the World under a Shew and Pretence of 
Keligion; I take Notice in the nevr Plate, That 
all ſuch Societies of Chriſtians as aſſume to them- 
ſelves the Name of a Church, and practice not- 
withſtanding the Damnable Doctrine of Perſecution, 
by forcing” People into their Commumon, of 
Keeping them in it by Force; are alrogether un- 
worthy of that Name. For a Church being 2 
Society ſole! intended for the Worſhip of God, 
aud the Edification of its Members in Chriſtian 
Rnowledge, Piety and 8 : it is very plain, 
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_ to deny, that for a Man tp att againſt. even a 


of the courieſt kind, the 
Deſizus, and what they ar 


tlye 
and therefore I need not ſay 9 15 18 p . 
Fi ſuch Societies founded * *nds- not 7% 


z-contrary to C 
FOE 1 are none were cv. yet 10- ablur 


informed and Erroneous Conſcience 1 * 
therefore whoever oblige Men to act in ſuch. 
Manner do wirtingly;knowingly ans ea | 
force Men to „ bags . 1 


C hey ma x pretend for 
tion of Men, it ĩs a halt 8 1 


— gs 
ſu 1 


the World is by: 
1 5 
ain then 


ki 


fad. — woeful Ferenc fu 


t utterly. inconſiſte 


quite. different from, 


| way h theſe ſe of a Church,” | we no Night Or cls 
ame. 


[ te likewif kar: Gm dhe her ne 
Kid. that where any Perſons through innocent 
Miſtake ſcp rate from. à true Church of. Ts! 


and form themſelves into a Society for this 
and Deſign anly to worſhip God, and Edify in 
the Knowledge — practice of their Duty, they 
may e ſuch a Separatign be a ll 


mm Chrift. 


Having thus weed. in general what 80. 
cieties ate not Chirches, I ſhall in che next =. 


F Enquire what kind of Authority the 8 
of a Church have, and how far it extends: and 


1. They have a Right to preſeribe 2 5 and 
Place for Publick Worſhip, with ſuch Cerem 
66 TIE as are Bork lary 10 


| * 


o 4 . 
— 


oe" 
y have oth Ne ae and 


| 
7 
» 


08 mA A<J.wmQ * 6A 


"td" in Orden, and to Eldifica 
9 Application of them muſt belong to thoſe ap- 


c 25 a 


3nd deretming 17 — Paints; 


( rr 3 
dhe des vu ge Re. ee 


the Sctipture having! only given general Rules 
for this utpoſe, That all things be done 'Decently, 


tion, the Particular 


pointed tq bear Rule: in the Church. or elſe 
there could be no Publick Worthipat all. For 
Inſtance; The Scripture having no where di- 
Hy whether tlie Public k Wor flip ſhould: be 
1 forks or | orherwile, whether by 4 Number 
Jed independent little Prayers, or by 
nue Addreſs to God, as is the vat Wa 
of Addreffing upon all other Occaſions; rhok 
appointed c bear Rule in the Church mult ſettle 
as they ſhall, upon 
deration, and as they will an⸗ 


their beſt Co 


Heer for it ar the Great Day, think moſt * 


able to the Apes Die on of having all 
things done decentiy and to Edification. And in 


| 3 Matter they are oblig d ro proceed 
with the ut 
caſion of Offence, if poſſibe, to ſuch as axe truly 
Religious in their Lives and Converſations, and 


he utrmoſt Caution, ſo as to give no Oc- 


hold all the Neceſſary Articles of Faith contaig'd 
in the Apofle's Creed: For the only End of the 
Society being the true Worſhip of Gods with 


_ the promoting of Piety and Virtue; the Terms, 


of Communion ought ro be as Fafy as is con- 
liſtent wick that End, and no needleſs Occa- 
8 n of Offence given io any Parties or Sects of 

hriſtians, as they may be datiingmſhed from 5 


one another by their different Perſwaſions in. 


Matters of leſſer Moment, and acknowledg'd: 

om all Hands not to be Fandowental - For ſo far. 

26 5 this f is done, the very End and Deſign ot the. 
B 2 Scciet * 
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tions and Contentions, with all the ill Conſe- 
guences that follow from them: In ſhort all 
Poſſible Care ſhould be taken that none be ſhut, 
dut of Chriff's Church here on Earth, that he will 
Admit into his Kingdom in Heaven 
2. As in the 4poftle's Time an Order of Men 
were ſet apart to miniſter in Holy things, and 
to inſtruct the People in their Duty; and it ap- 
pears highly Reaionable and Neceſſary, as well 
trom the Practice of the Apeſſles, as the Nature 
of the Thing it ſelf, that an Order. of Men 
| ſhould be {ct apart for that Purpoſe, | The Ru- 
lers of the Church become; hereby inveſted; with 
| à further Power of Ordaiping and Appointing 
proper Perſons, Men of good Lives and Con- 
| verſations and Learning, capable of iuſt ructi 8 
the People by their Doctrine, as well as en- 
couraging them by theix Example to Piety and 
Virtue to officiate in the Publick Aflemblies, 
by Praying, Preaching, and Adminiſtring the Sa- 
crtamemts; the particular Way and Manner of 
| floing which being no where laid down in Seri p- 
ture, it belongs to the Governours F the Church 
_ ro; regulate the Matter, as may be moſt con - 
ducive to the Deſign of the Inſtitution, the due 
and orderly Performance of Divine Worſhip, 
and the Edification of the People. The Govery 
tours of tbe Church muſt likewiſe have a Power 
of inſpectipg into the Lives and Behaviour of 
the Verfons ſo appointed, to ſee that they uſe 
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all que Diligence in the Diſcharge of their Duty, 
and live up to the Character the 4pofile gives of 
ſuch as ate to be ſet apart to ſo high and holy 


an Office. They have a Power to admoniſ and 
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teprimand in Caſe: of Misbehaviour in leſſer 
Matters; and fox ſcandalous Offencesto degrade 
and diſplace the unruly and incorrigible. Such 
4 Power as this is viſibly neceſſary to auſwer tlie 
End of the Society, and conſequently the Rulers 
thereof muſt have iti? 405 17 
3. Since Men of vicious Lives," ſcamdalouſiy and 
notoriou ſiy Immoral, 'are'avow'd Enemies to God. 
and ſuch as his Soul abhors, and he will judge; 
it is not conſiſtent with the Honour and Reve- 
rence due to God, whoſe Honour, Reverence 
and W orſhip it is the very End and Deſign of 


the Society to promote, to entertain any ſuch 


avow'd and declar'd Enemies of his amongſt 
them, to own tem for Brethren or Members 
of the Society: For this would be in Effect to 
encourage them in their Impiety, and contri- 
bute to their Damnation, by admitting them 
to the moſt ſolemn and facred Rite of Union 
and Communion,” which none cat partake of 
hut to the enhancing of their o- Guilt, and 
aggravating theit own Condemnation, but the 
Honeſt, Sincere Chriſtian. The Governours of 
the Church therefore haye a Right publickly to 
diſcard all ſuch by turning them out of their 
Body; that is, to Excommunicate them. But 
Il would not be miſunderſtood, as tho? I thought 
ſuch a Perſon ought not to be ſuffered fo much as 
to be pteſent in the Church at the Performance of 
Divine Service; that, I humbly conceive is car“ 


rying the Matter too ſar. The Society ſhew a 


ſufficient Regard to the Purity of their own Bo- 
dy, and the Honour of God, by diſowning him 
for a Member and a Brother, and debarring him 
trom the ſolemn Rite of Communion. The ad 
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reclaiming him, and can not in the leaſt tend 
to the Prejudice of the Church; and therefore, 


4 has a Mind to uſe it. 


to WY manneriof Debauchery' and Wickednefs, 
ang ſuch an impudent barefaced defying of Hea- 
ven, as is utterly inconſiſtent with any thing of 


5 : e a 2 


ti 


t 


to be preſent at Divine Worſhi 
12 2 may poſſibly prove a Mears 25 


think, he ought not in Charity and Cor kg 
to his Soul to be debarr d that Liberey; {af be 


"Far the ſame Reafon: hen Gut armada 


* Vice at a lawful and innocent thing. This 
Cale that can mrely happen, but ſometimes 
15, witneſs the Gal iche of old, and rhe Ana- 
of Germany, and 4ntinomians in theſe la- 
3 Ihis is ſetting open a Flood · gate 


2 ſerious Prerence to Religion; 2 can hatt ly 
oceed from any other 
per d Head and craſie 
which Reaſon, thoſe Perſons are fit · 
Le a Bedlam than a Church. As to ſucli then, 
2 there can be no reaſonable Doubt made 
85 of it, but the Governows f the Church have 4 
t to turn them out of it, as wholly un- 
to partake in the Benefits of the Lord's 
For what would it be elſe but turning 
all Religion i into a Farce and a Jeſt, to enter- 
ſuch Monſters of Impiety or Madneſs as 
Members of a Society, defign'd ſolely to pro- 
ote the Honour and Worſhip of God. with 
c due Obſervation of his Laws; ſince it's 
bat in they mult be utterly unqualified for Mem- 
18 " 1 2 en. who — 8 be 
; i- 


 Touſly Vicious ought to be turn d out of the Church 9 
ought thoſe likewiſe to be turn'd out thar I | 
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1 1 
ation of tho& Laws, ant are; ſb fur Hon 

—.— any ſuch thing, as the kee ping of them 
er upon 4 
e borh for themſelues and every Body 
RAA 
J. 4 to Matters f Faith or mer Belief, 750 
Authority of the Church reaches but à berj Iiti⸗ w. 
4 fan's Grand — - Talat Fines being th "Metab 
2 has ſo near. and H, of ra: 
does ſb orig inchide or imply the other 
1 Articles of the Apoſtles Creed, . — im- 
poſſihle to deny, directly to deny the latter 
without dizbeltcvinga the n h and thei 
2 by apoſtatizing entirely from rhe Chriſtian Re- 
Y igion n, and turning Ta6del. -Fot: Inſtance, who: 

ever ſhould maintain that there is no Life to 
come. would theteby to all Intents and Pur⸗ 
poſes deux ur to be the Maſiab, fot by 
Meſſiah is meant a Prince and Deliverer; but i 
there is no Life to come, tis plain he is neither; 
he can be no Prince, becauſe — puniſhes 


: nor rewards for the Breach of Nala en no 1185 


liverer, becauſe: —— livers: from nothing, if 
does not deliver ftoin Death; for Ne 
82888 ſubject to the Natural Miſeries a 
amities of this fraib Life ſince his coming 

ds they were before, theſe he does not deliver 
& from; ſo that whoever fhould: deny the Life to 
dome, it's viſible, Whatever he may pretend, 
can not believe Feſus Chriſt to be the Weftab: 
and therefore is no Subject of his. nor duale 

to he a Member of his Church. If therefore any 
; pretends directly to deny auy of the M. 
ary Articles of the : Apoſtles Creed, he is juſtly 
Lable uo be hard our of the Church, as vip 


SAP ee 2 
af "TS ** ** 


* er 3, 


EET... HE 
bl nd plainly renounced his Faith in 1 
1 Gif. But this is a Caſe that can hardly ever 
happen, all Cbriſtians every where agrecing nn 
a Ne Articles, and for the Reaſon above 
or'd, the viſible and immediate Connexion 
3 thoſe Articles urid the Great and Lead- 
ing one of Jeſiss being the Metab, which is ſo 
very Evident, that every ono at ſtlight dif-eth 
there's no denying one without renouncing thi 
cetſier. But as for other Matters, — rp 
ſoeyer Men may be ſuppos dito be miſtaken, ſo 
long as their Miſtakes are conſiſtent enough with 
_ @hearty-fincereBelicf of | Feſus rhe Meſtab,” and 
2 good Life, they are not to be turn d out of 
the Church for them. God has promiſed Salva- 
tion to all ſuch as believe Feſus to be the "Meſſiah, 
take lim for their Lord and King, and obey his 
as, and therefore to turn ſuchꝛ out ofthe Church 
is utterly inconſiſtent with the Honour aſid Reve: 
rence dr to Gad Almighrys and ſo conſequently 
Ji] with the very End and Deſign of the Society. fl 
* 1 2 make out ch er a little moöte 
1 V3 fully; I ſay, as to theſe Articles and Doctrines 
| 18 1 he any, 06 where inſiſted upon in Setip- 
ture as fundamental or neceſſary to be believ d 
in order to Salvation, the Members of the So- 
eiety are to be left to their Freedom; that is t6 
mY ſay, the Rulers of the Church can have no Righr 
W | do impoſe their Opinions or Tnterpretations' of 
* Seri pture under the Pain of. Excommunication. 
8 | This is not the way to promote Chriſtian Know- 
SS - ledge, but quite rhe contrary.” For let us ſup- 
poſe our Church Governours never ſo much in the 
| > Right, and ſo conſequentl y thoſe that diſfer from 
Wee them ET ſo much in the * 
edi Ne. 
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Method of Proceeding muſt either mak Men 
Hypocrites in an dutward Profeſſion of belieyinft 
what they do not believe to avoid the Excom- 
munication, or it they hold out, it will only 
ſerve to render them more obſtinate in their 
Errours, by making them deaf to all Arguments 
and Reaſons thir can be offered them, by ſuch 
as they cannot but look upon as their Enemies; 


be becauſe of the baſe and unfair Uſage they muſt 


needs think they have fram them, ſince All Man- 
kind muſt ever think it hard to be ill uſed fo 
maintaining the Truth. Paſſion and Reſentment 
which amongſt trail Men, will ſeldom fail to 
be the Conſequence of ſuch rough Methods, diſ- 

| compoſe the Mind, break its Attention, and 
thereby tender it leſs fit to conſidet and weigh 
the Arguments and Reaſons on each ſide the 
Queſtion in order to a fair, juſt and rational So- 
lution of it. For the Church Rulers therefort to 
| interpoſe in any Diſpute, or Difference of Op- 

nion that may ariſe in the Church with Reference 
to Matters not Fundamental, that is, not plainly 
infilted upon in Scripture as neceſſary to Salva- 
tion, by pretending to decide the Controverſy, 
and 1mpoſe their own Senſe of rhe Matter upon 
the Members of the Society undet the Pain of 
Excommunication, is ſo far from being a Means 
of promoting true Chriſtian Knowledge, though 
we ſhould ſuppoſe them always in the Right, 
that it is a ditect Means of promoting the cot» 
trary; that is to ſay, Errour, with all that Pa- 
ſſion, Malice, Revenge, which more or leſs ſel- 
dom fail to be the Effects of · ill Uſage; the pro- 
moting of which is utterly inconſiſtent with the 
End and Deſign of a Church. But if we conſider 
en to be miſtaken f 
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well as other Men, and how frequently 
t 101C 


Troſly they have been on their moſt n 
— — the Matter will appear ſtill worſe, 
for à great many will always be found weak e- 
nough to believe all they fay, Hand over Head, 
without any manner of Conſider ation, upon the 

| bare Foot of their imaginary ſuppos d Autho- 
rity ; and others will be found wicked enough 
to pretend ſo, and thus will Errour and Hypo- 
of be promoted with a Vengeance. Nor is 
this bare Imagination but Matter of Fact, the 
Thing is actually come to paſs every where al- 
moſt. All the borrid, blaſpbemous, ſenſeleſs Dock. © 
vines of the pretended Church of Rome owe their 
Riſe and Support entirely to this Conduct in the F , 
Rulers and Managers of that Cabal, together 
with the Damnable Doctrine of Perſecution practiſed 
amongſt them to the higheſt Perfection. Tturh, 
it's plain, can receive no Adyantage from ſuch 
a Method of proceeding, ſoft Uſage and hard 
Arguments are the only [ropes Means of make- 
4 ing that prevail in the World. The Opinion 
of the Church or Church-Governers rather is no 
Reaſonable Ground of Aſſent, nor ought any 
| one to be determined by it as ſuch; the Autho- 
© _  Fity of Man will ofter lead to Errour than 
= Truth, and therefore cannot be ſafely followed 

3 ar depended on. If the Reaſons and Arguments 

they alledge for their Opinions appear Satiſ. 
| 9 their Doctrine will be received without 
being impoſed; but if they appear otherwiſe 
73 it neither can nor ought to be received: and 
| - conſequently there neither is nor can be any 
: Reaſon for impoſing, ſince that cannot ſerve 
5 the Ends of Path, but will only tend, as we 
have above taken Notice, to the promoting of 
| EA Errour and Ehpocriſy, N 1 Thus 
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- Thus far then, I humbly conceive, Church 
Aut hority extends and no farther, ſince no more 


4 2 Power can he neceſſary to the End and Deſign of 


, ” 8 
ö 4; 
MR Wor 
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2 Church, than that of determining all the Cir- 
cumſtances of Worſhip that either Neceſſity or 
Decency require, appointing proper Paſtors, the 
diſplacing fuch as behave themſelves in a'man+ 
ner unworthy of their Character, and the turn: 
ing thoſe our of the Church that are either ſcan- 
2 -dalouſly Vicious, or deny the Fundamental Doct- 
rines of Chriſtianity; this I ſay is, I humbly: con- 
ceive, all the Authority that Church Gavernours 
as ſuch can have. Our next Enquiry now ſhall 
be what kind of Authority this is, with Re- 
ference to the ſetting up or appointing a Form 
I. It is an Authority that obliges all Chri- 
ſtians within the Verge of that Society to Con- 

ſideration, and if they find nothing required or 

inſiſted om in order to Communion, but what 
f 172 with a good Conſcience conform to; 
it further obliges them to a Compliance, or elſe 

People would lie under no Obligation of meet - 
ing together for the Worſhip of God ar all, 
which is contrary to Scripture and the common 
Senſe of Mankind : or at leaſt, a cauſeleſs Se- 
patarisn from a True Chureb of Chrift would be 
an Innocent Harmleſs thing, equally contrary 


to Scripture and the common Sentiments of all 


Chtiſtians. Where therefore a Church is once 
gathered in any Place, that is a Society, the Laws 
and Rules whereof are intended ſolely: to Pro- 
mote the true Worſhip of God, Piety and Virtue, 
all People in that Place are obliged to conſider 
them fairly and impartially, and ſuch as upon 
| Confideration are 9 with them, are under 
ax N Oh . a= © 2 F321 * N l 


- an Obligation, in Point of 
4 2. Erxcleſiaſtical Aut her i ty is not, 1n ſtrict and 
proper Speaking. a Legiſlative Authority, for this 
is not only a Right to preſcribe Rules, but tp 
puniſh for Difobedience, which Church. Gover- 
our have not, nor is it conſiſtent with the Na- 
ture of the Society they ſhould, All that God 
-tequites of any Man is ro judge impartially and 
-a& accordingly; but whether he does or no, he 
alone as he is the Searcher of Hearts can know 
Aud therefore he alone has a Right to judge an 
puniſn in Caſes of this Nature, it is an impieus 


+ 


* 


uin his Conſcience ſatisſied with the. Terms of 

__ - Communion inſiſted upon in any Church, who 
date pretend to ſay the contrary with Aſſurance 
but God, who knows the Heart. He alone can 
tell whether the Man has done his Duty in Con- 


him in a+ Cate ofethis Nature, and to him as his 
only Maſter here he muſt ſtand or fall. He will 
be ſute to judge and puniſh the Diſorderly, and 
ſuch as raſhly and cauſele ſly make Diviſions in 
the buch, whether Man do or no- And how- 
ſot ver ſuch as ad upon a true Principle of Cu- 
Fieuce may be puniſhed by Man, under the Pre- 
tence ot being cauſelsſs Diſturbers of the Church's 
Peace, they wilk certainly be acquitred and re- 
pParded at tie Great Day: So that it's as plain 
$445 any thing 19 the World can be, that the Pu- 
diſhments ot another Life are in the Hands of 
Dod alone. thoſe belong not to the Governours 
ot an Church whatever; and as fot thoſe of this 
„Lie, they are in the Hands of the Civil A. 
at: ut 
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itwading the Throne of the moſt High for Man 
to pretend to it. If any one declares he is nact 


2 fidering, and therefore is alone qualified to judge 
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: ut you'll fay perhaps, where the Civil Maz 


vi | . . vY 
- giltraie is ſupreme Governour in Matters Eccles 


taſtical, which is the Caſe here in England, may 
not he enforce the Obſervation of his own Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Laws by Civil Penalties; I anſwer, 
no, I humbly conceive he cannot. Fccleſaſtica 
Aut bority is the very lame, wherever lodg d, whe- 
ther iu the Hands of a Prince or à Subject. It is 
an Authority We and perſwade, but not 
to force or compel; for that would be Perſe- 
cution, which we have above ſhewn to be incon- 
ſiſtent with the ſole End and Deſign of a Church, 
and deſtruQive of it's very Being; beſides how 
ridiculous is it 2 5 to force People to a 
* with Eccleſiaſtical Laws; when 2 
Compliance with them cannot in 185 feaſt avail 
to the Benefit of their Souls, or anſwer the End 
propos d in the Laws themſelves the True Wor- 
Tin of. God, any farther than it i the Effect af 
.a free unconſtrain'd and Reaſonable; Choice. 
Nav: farther, it is in the Nature of Things 
utterly and abſolutely impoſſible to force any 
Man to juin in a Worſhip he does not approve 
.of, all the Whipping; Fining, Hanging, Burning 
in the World will never do it; you mav bring 
him to Church it's true, make him ſignify out- 
. wardly, by Standing, Kneeling, Bowirg, as the 
: we directs, an Approbation of what his Soul 
inwardly abhors; but this is only a Piecę of 
diſmal Hypocritical Farce, not joyning in the 
Worſhip, for in order to that the Heart and 
Affections mult go along with the out ward Acti- 
ons or Geſtures, which in this Caſe it is as im- 
poſſible thev ſhould, as for a Man to approve 
_ . and diſapprove of the ſame thing at the ſqme 
Time: fo that all Pumſhing in Matteis of Reit 
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| Religion, or the e ical Laws 


7 | rcing of Ecclefi 
ok by Civil Fanctions, is ſo far from being of any 
Uſe to the urch, that it is point · blank contraty X 
tc the Nature and Deſign of it, tends directly 
to the promoring of Diffimulation and Hypo- 
criſy, and thereby to the Damnation of Souls 
. and nothing elſe. Thoſe that defire further Sa. 
tis faction upon this Head may confult Mr. Locbs 
 Atmirable Leiters of Toleration, where they will 
find it made out by that Strength of Reaſon pe- 
euliar to that Great and Wonderful Man, how 
— uſeleſs dangerous and pernicious a Thing Force 
is in Matters of meer Religion. 
Some perhaps will think I forget my own 
Doctrine, in denying Church Governours have a 
Right to puniſh, ſince I my ſelf allow of R- 
communication. I anſwer, Excommunication' being 
nothing but a publick Difowning a Perſon for a 
Member of the Church, and debatring him from 
the Commumon of the Lord's Supper, which he 
bas no Right to is ? argc niſument, it 
- *afﬀfedts not his Condition in this Life or that ro 
come. God will be fare to puniſh a Perſon ly. 
able to Excommunication, whether he is excom- 
municated or no. The Magiſtrate likewiſe has 
'2 Right to puniſh for Immorality committed 
againſt rhe Civil Laws of the Common-wealth, 
"whether a Man be in the Church or out of it. It's 
plain therefore thoſe Puniſhments do not in the 
leaſt depend upon Excommunication as theit Cauſe, 
ſince the one certainly will, and the other may 
and ought to be inflicted equally, whether a Man 
be excommunicated or nwo. 
Thus Thave endeavour'd to clear up the Truth 
in this Matter, a Matter of the higheſt Impor- 
tance to Mankind; fince Men's Miſtakes * 


* 


* 


the greateſt Part of it at this Day. Other Mi- 
ſtakes have ruined their Thouſands, but theſe 
® their Ten Thouſands ten thouſand times told. 
Millions and Millions have been ſacrificed to this 
Idol of Eeclefiaftical Authority. It behoves all Men 
of clear Heads and honeſt Hearts to oppoſe with 


| Pride and Ambition, at the Expence of tl 
and Fortunes of the reſt of Mankind. For what 


am 


thing beſides, as every one muſt grant that dbes 


but reflect upon the diſmal Condition of all Eu. 
rope before the Times of the Reformation, and 


one Conſent the Deſigns of all ſuch amongſt us, 
as appear but too much inclin'd to play the ol 


Same over again, whoſe Fingers itch to be hand- 
ling the Rod, to lord and domineer it over God's 


Heritage, to gratify their own inſatiable Avarice, 
pence of the Lives 


Matters would come to, and in a little Time, 
if thoſe Perſons were but let alone is viſible e- 
nough; Every one will e I mean a 
certain Set of Men, that ſhould of all others be 


wiſer, Enemies to the Beſt and Wiſeſt Prince 
that ever Great-Britain ſaw. May God long pre- 


ſerve ſo precious and ineſtimable a Life for the 
Protection of Truth, and the Maintainers of it 
againſt thoſe that are equally Enemies to it and 
him; and may his Poſterity to all ſucceeding 


Generations be inſpired with the ſame generous 
hat fill the Breaſt of his 


Royal Majeſty in Favgur of the Civil and Es- 
cleliaſtica | Rights of MankincteGQ. 


and noble Sentiments, it 


OTE FINS. 


„ „ „ ws 
eicher Real or Prerended have been the Source ,,, | 
of more Miſchief in the World, than any one 
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